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TESTIMONIALS 

IN  FAVOUR  OF 

CHARLES  WILSON,  M  l). 


i. 

From  Edward  H.  Sieveking,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.L.,  Physician 
to  the  late  Duke  of  Cambridge ,  to  St  Marys  Hospital ,  and 
Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica ,  Editor  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medico-  Chirurgical  Review. 

As  Editor  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medico- Chirurgical 
Review ,  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  frequent  intercourse  with 
Dr  Charles  Wilson,  commenced  upon  the  basis  of  the  reputa¬ 
tion  which  he  had  previously  established  for  himself  as  a  man 
of  science  and  as  a  literary  character. 

Dr  Wilson  has  contributed  two  articles  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medico- Chirurgical  Review ,  which  show  the  extent 
of  his  knowledge  and  the  critical  powers  of  his  mind  ;  powers, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  above  the  average  of  highly  edu¬ 
cated  physicians,  and  of  a  character  indicating  a  capability  of 
appreciating  the  phases  and  tendencies  of  other  intellects, 
without  impairment  of  its  own  individuality. 

The  first  article  alluded  to,  is  entitled  u  The  Structure  and 
Functions  of  the  Spinal  Cord,”  and  is  calculated  to  show 
that  the  author,  not  only  fully  understands  the  subject  with 
which  he  deals,  but  brings  an  original  and  philosophical  habit 
of  mind  to  bear  upon  it.  In  the  second  article,  a  review  of 
Dr  Simpson’s  pamphlet,  entitled  u  Was  the  Roman  Army 
provided  with  Medical  Officers?”  the  author  shows,  in  addition 
to  the  qualities  previously  adverted  to,  an  intimate  acquaint- 
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ance  with  classical  literature  generally,  and  with  the  ancient 
history  of  Medicine  in  particular. 

The  above  essays,  as  well  as  the  numerous  articles  which 
Dr  Wilson  has  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Journal  of  Medical 
Science ,  evince  an  excellent  knowledge  of  modern  languages 
and  modern  literature.  Some  of  Dr  Wilson’s  writings  proving 
him,  moreover,  to  have  enjoyed  and  to  have  availed  himself  of 
very  large  opportunities  for  the  practical  exercise  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  it  is  manifest  that  he  possesses  the  capability  of  large 
and  philosophical  views  of  morbid  phenomena  and  their  treat¬ 
ment.  He  is  at  this  moment  engaged  in  preparing  an  article 
on  Forensic  Medicine,  which  I  mention  in  further  evidence 
of  the  opinion  which  I  entertain  of  Dr  Wilson’s  abilities. 

EDWARD  H.  SIEVEKING. 

3,  Bentinck  Street,  Manchester  Square,  London, 

June  27,  1857. 


II. 

From  James  Miller,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  and  F.R.S.E.,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh ,  Surgeon 
in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen  and  H.  R.  II.  the  Prince  Consort 
in  Scotland. 

29,  Charlotte  Square, 
July  9,  1857. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  a  Candi¬ 
date  for  the  office  of  Medical  Commissioner,  as  proposed  in 
the  Lord  Advocate’s  Lunacy  Bill ;  and  I  can  have  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  declaring  my  unqualified  conviction  that  you  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  fitted,  in  all  respects,  for  thoroughly  discharging  all  the 
important  duties  of  that  office. 

While  you  have  had  extensive  experience  in  general  medical 
practice,  you  have  specially  directed  your  attention  to  disorders 
of  the  mind. 
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In  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  our  profession,  both 
foreign  and  domestic,  you  are  surpassed  by  none,  and  equalled 
by  few. 

Your  character  is  upright  and  independent,  and  your  de¬ 
meanour  ever  that  of  the  scholar  and  the  gentleman. 

To  talents  of  the  highest  order,  you  have  added  a  remark¬ 
able  industry  and  love  of  labour,  which  refuses  even  now  to 
let  you  settle  on  that  varied  and  extensive  store  of  knowledge 
wherewith  most  men  would  gladly  be  content. 

Your  age  at  once  protects  you  against  the  rashness  of 
youth,  yet  leaves  you  full  of  manly  energy  for  the  prosecution 
of  every  duty,  to  which,  in  your  professional  liability,  you  may 
be  called. 

Altogether,  I  really  do  not  know  of  any  man  who  can  ad¬ 
vance  stronger  or  better  claims  for  the  office  which  you  now 
solicit ;  and  wishing  you  success,  on  the  high  ground  of  pre¬ 
eminent  merit,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  most  truly  yours, 

JAS.  MILLER. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson. 


III. 


From  James  Begbie,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  and  F.R.S.E., 

Physician  to  the  Queen  in  Scotland. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson  is  well  known  as  a  highly  accomplished 
physician.  He  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  literature  of 
his  profession,  and  has  long  laboured  assiduously  and  success¬ 
fully  in  the  practice  of  it. 

As  a  scholar,  as  a  man  of  science  and  of  skill,  and  as  a 
gentleman,  Dr  Wilson  is  well  qualified  to  adorn  the  highest 
position  which  his  profession  opens  to  him. 

J.  BEGBIE. 

Edinbuboii,  July  10,  1857. 
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IV. 

From  Henry  Littlejohn,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  Lecturer  on 

Medical  Jurisprudence ,  Surgeons'1  Hall,  and  Editor  of  the 

Edinburgh  Medical  Journal. 

67,  York  Place,  Edinburgh, 
July  9,  1857. 

I  feel  it  is  almost  presumptuous  for  me  to  give  an  opinion 
in  writing  as  to  the  qualifications  of  Dr  Charles  Wilson  for 
the  office  of  Lunacy  Commissioner,  under  the  Act  introduced 
by  the  Lord  Advocate. 

As  Editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal ,  however,  I 
have  enjoyed  opportunities  of  conversation  and  consultation 
with  Dr  Wilson  on  the  subject  of  Insanity  and  other  depart¬ 
ments  of  medicine,  from  which  I  have  derived  great  advan¬ 
tage,  and  which  have  impressed  me  with  a  very  high  idea  of 
Dr  Wilson’s  accomplishments  as  a  practical  physician  ;  and  I 
feel  that  if  I  were  silent  on  the  present  occasion,  I  would 
neither  be  discharging  my  duty  to  Dr  Wilson  nor  serving  the 
public  interest. 

To  Dr  Wilson  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  is  indebted 
for  numerous  very  able  reviews  of  works,  a  list  of  which  em¬ 
braces  nearly  all  the  spoken  languages  of  Europe,  and  a  very 
wide  range  of  medical  topics.  In  addition,  Dr  Wilson  has 
contributed  man)7  articles  of  a  practical  nature,  which  indicate 
a  lengthened  experience  of  disease,  and  a  maturity  of  judg¬ 
ment,  which  would  prove  of  eminent  service  in  discharging 
the  important  duties  of  the  post  to  which  he  aspires.  As 
Editor,  I  have  received,  on  many  occasions,  the  spontaneous 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  medical  men  as  to  the  value  of  these 
papers*;  and  it  is  well  known  that  foreign  Societies  have  ac¬ 
knowledged  their  excellency  by  enrolling  Dr  Wilson  among 
their  associates. 

As  a  writer,  Dr  Wilson  is  one  of  the  best  we  have  in  the 
profession ;  and  the  power  of  his  style  is  greatly  enhanced  by 
his  wonderful  knowledge  of  medical  literature,  and  by  the 
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caution  and  correctness  which  characterize  all  his  statements. 
Ilis  original  investigations  into  the  condition  of  the  Roman 
Medical  Officers,  into  the  history  of  the  Plague,  and  into 
the  early  history  of  Spanish  Medicine  and  Surgery,’  are 
monographs  which  have  not  only  obtained  for  him  an  increased 
reputation  among  the  profession,  but,  from  the  numerous 
notices  of  them  in  our  literary  press,  a  high  place  among 
English  antiquarians. 

It  is  consistent  with  my  knowledge  that  Dr  Wilson  is  well 
acquainted  with  Insanity  in  all  its  forms,  with  the  principal 
writers  on  the  subject,  and  with  some  of  the  most  celebrated 
asylums ;  and  any  one  who  has  read  his  work  on  the  Patho¬ 
logy  of  Drunkenness,  must  be  aware  of  Dr  Wilson’s  ability  to 
discuss  the  important  social  questions  connected  with  Insanity 
and  other  allied  diseases. 

Dr  Wilson  bears  a  high  character,  and  is  much  respected 
by  the  profession  ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  his  appointment  to  the 
office  of  Lunacy  Commissioner  for  Scotland  would  give  gene¬ 
ral  satisfaction. 

IIENRY  D.  LITTLEJOHN. 


V. 

From  John  Hughes  Bennett,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  and 
F.R.S.E.,  etc.,  Professor  of  Theory  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine  in  University  of  Edinburgh. 

1,  Glenfinlas  Street, 
July  10,  1857. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  Dr  Charles  Wilson  is 
well  known  to  me  as  a  medical  practitioner  of  the  highest 
respectability.  For  about  25  years  he  enjoyed  an  extensive 
practice  in  the  town  of  Kelso ;  and,  since  residing  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  he  has  been  recognised  as  a  physician  of  great  acquire¬ 
ments,  possessing  literary  ability  of  a  very  superior  description. 
Indeed,  there  are  few  who  can  equal  Dr  Wilson  as  a  philolo- 
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gist  and  linguist.  His  own  contributions  to  medical  litera¬ 
ture  have  been  numerous  and  varied,  and  are  distinguished 
alike  by  the  soundness  of  their  practical  information,  and  by 
the  elegance  of  their  style.  Thus,  Dr  Wilson’s  enlarged  ex¬ 
perience  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  disease,  his  high 
character  and  literary  attainments  (which,  in  a  situation  re¬ 
quiring  correspondence  and  reports,  I  regard  as  of  great  im¬ 
portance),  recommend  him  as  eminently  qualified  for  the  office 
for  which  he  is  now  a  candidate. 

J.  HUGHES  BENNETT. 


VI. 

From  William  Seller,  M.D.,  F.P.C.P.,  and  F.R.S.E., 
etc.,  Eoctr.  Physician  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh. 

18,  Northumberland  Street, 
July  10,  1857. 

I  have  been  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  Dr  Charles  Wilson 
from  the  time  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  study  of  Medicine 
at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  down  to  the  present  moment. 
I  feel  myself,  therefore,  in  a  position  to  speak  of  his  talents, 
his  acquirements,  and  his  character,  with  some  degree  of  con¬ 
fidence. 

Dr  Wilson,  as  a  Student  of  Medicine,  was  distinguished  by 
the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  prosecuted  his  studies.  I 
had  the  very  best  opportunities  of  knowing  that  his  education, 
both  general  and  medical,  came  up  to  a  high  standard. 
Before  engaging  in  practice  at  Kelso,  Dr  Wilson  studied  in 
the  Continental  Schools  of  Medicine.  He  has  since  applied 
himself  diligently  to  the  study  of  Medical  Literature,  and,  for 
that  purpose,  has  made  himself  master  of  the  modern  languages 
of  Europe,  to  an  extent  uncommon  in  the  Medical  Profession. 

At  a  very  recent  date,  Dr  Wilson  passed  a  considerable 
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time  in  the  examination  of  the  state  of  Clinical  Medicine  in 
the  great  hospitals  of  Germany ;  and,  since  his  return,  has 
proved,  by  several  valuable  papers,  his  fitness  for  discriminat¬ 
ing  the  value  of  the  views  taught  by  the  Pathologists  of 
highest  name  at  the  head  of  these  hospitals. 

To  these  rare  accomplishments,  Dr  Wilson  unites  the  signal 
advantage  of  having  been  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in 
the  actual  practice  of  his  profession,  amidst  the  varied  diseases 
of  a  populous  district,  where  his  skill  acquired  for  him  the 
confidence  at  once  of  his  medical  brethren  and  of  the  public. 

In  a  word,  I  regard  Dr  Wilson  as  one  of  the  living  orna¬ 
ments  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

WILLIAM  SELLER. 


VII. 

From  J.  Matthews  Duncan,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E.,  Lecturer 

on  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

55,  North  Castle  Street,  Edinburgh, 
July  10,  1857. 

It  gives  me  much  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
offer  the  following  certificate  in  regard  to  Dr  Charles  Wilson. 
He  has  been  intimately  known  to  me  for  several  years,  and  I 
have  had  ample  opportunity  of  ascertaining  his  private  and 
public  character,  and  his  professional  acquirements. 

An  unblemished  private  character  is,  in  his  case,  adorned 
by  the  graces  of  kindness,  a  conciliatory  spirit  in  affairs,  a 
high  and  strict  gentlemanly  bearing,  and  pleasant  frank 
deportment. 

His  public  reputation  is  characterized  by  a  just  and  proper 
self-reliance,  singular  firmness  of  character,  and  zealous  inte¬ 
rest  in  philanthropic  movements,  especially  of  a  medical  kind. 

His  professional  acquirements  are  most  sure  and  trust 
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worthy.  To  long  experience  in  private  practice,  and  as 
attached  to  a  Medical  Charity,  he  has  added  much  labour  in 
all  the  details  of  sanitary  reform  in  his  original  place  of 
residence.  In  addition,  his  published  writings  give  evidence 
to  the  world  of  a  mind  singularly  well  stored  with  the  fruits 
of  medical  research,  of  an  intellect  fully  appropriating  and 
justly  appreciating  them,  and  of  those  rarer  endowments 
enabling  him  to  communicate  them  to  others  in  a  most 
elegant  literary  style. 

In  short,  I  am  confident  there  are  very  few  medical  men  in 
this  country  at  once  so  deserving  of,  and  so  fitted  for,  such  a 
public  appointment  as  I  understand  he  intends  to  seek. 

J.  MATTHEWS  DUNCAN. 


VIII. 

From  William  Tennant  Gairdner,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E., 

Physician  to  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh ,  and  Lecturer 

on  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Edinburgh,  July  10,  1857. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson  is  a  man  of  very  rare  powers,  both  as  a 
practitioner  of  medicine,  and  as  a  writer  on  medical  subjects. 
Hearing  that  he  is  a  Candidate  for  the  office  of  Commissioner 
in  Lunacy,  under  Lord  Advocate  Moncreiff’s  Act,  I  am  led, 
by  my  acquaintance  with  Dr  Wilson,  to  make  the  following 
statements  in  his  favour. 

I  have  known  Dr  Wilson  ever  since  he  came  to  Edinburgh ; 
have  often  conversed  with  him  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
familiar  with  his  habitual  modes  of  thinking  and  reasoning 
on  professional  and  other  subjects ;  have  read  very  many  of 
his  writings ;  have  met  with  him  in  public  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society.  Besides 
these  opportunities  of  forming  an  opinion  of  him,  I  have  had 
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occasion  repeatedly  to  meet  him  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick, 
and  this  in  circumstances  which  were  calculated  to  bring  into 
play  all  his  eminent  qualities  as  a  physician. 

If  I  were  now  to  state,  in  a  sentence,  the  opinion  I  have 
formed  as  to  Dr  Wilson’s  qualifications  for  the  office  of  Com¬ 
missioner  in  Lunacy,  it  would  be  to  the  effect,  that  I  am 
acquainted  with  no  one  better  fitted,  and  with  scarcely  any 
one  equally  well  fitted,  for  the  great  responsibilities  of  that 
office. 

Dr  Wilson  has,  by  long  experience  in  the  field  of  general 
practice,  became  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  peculiarly 
delicate  and  difficult  relations  of  the  medical  profession  with 
the  insane.  But  he  has  added  to  this  invaluable  and  indis¬ 
pensable  practical  experience,  qualifications  very  rarely  indeed 
combined  with  it  in  any  large  measure.  His  great  intellectual 
activity  has  led  him  to  prosecute  researches  in  medical  science, 
in  medical  history,  and  in  medical  and  general  literature, 
which  have  given  him  a  powrer  and  a  grasp  of  mind  much 
beyond  the  ordinary  professional  level.  His  knowledge  is 
great,  and  of  a  useful  kind ;  his  erudition  not  less  remarkable  ; 
his  powers  as  a  writer  almost  unequalled  among  his  brethren 
here  or  elsewhere.  Add  to  this,  that  his  clear-sightedness  and 
accuracy,  his  mature  judgment,  and  his  scrupulous  integrity 
of  character,  entitle  all  his  opinions  to  attention ;  while  his 
well-known  firmness  of  temperament  will  prevent  his  being 
swayed  by  considerations  which  often  mislead  men,  even  of 
great  worth,  when  placed  in  positions  of  high  responsibility. 

I  feel,  on  these  grounds,  the  most  perfect  assurance  that 
Dr  Wilson  will  perform  the  duties  of  the  Commission  in 
Lunacy,  proposed  under  the  Lord  Advocate’s  Bill,  with  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  public. 


W.  T.  GAIRDNER. 
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IX. 

From  .Robert  Christison,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E.,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Edinburgh ,  Vice-President  of  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  Physician  to  the  Queen  in  Scotland. 

40,  Moray  Place,  July  11,  1857. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  do  not  know  whether  those  who  have  to 
discharge  the  very  responsible  duty  of  appointing  the  Medical 
portion  of  the  proposed  Lunacy  Board,  under  the  intended 
Lunacy  Act  for  Scotland,  have  as  yet  considered  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  necessary  for  such  officers  ;  but,  from  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  details  of  the  management  of  Asylums,  while  I 
was  for  many  years  a  Manager  in  the  Royal  Asylum  at 
Edinburgh,  and  from  long  and  extensive  experience  as  a 
Physician  in  questions  relative  to  Lunacy,  which  arise  in  our 
Courts  of  Law,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  Commissioner  or  In¬ 
spector-General  of  Lunacy,  who  is  appointed  on  account  of 
his  medical  knowledge,  ought  to  possess  two  essential  qualifi¬ 
cations.  He  ought  to  be  a  medical  practitioner  of  an  un¬ 
doubted  and  extensive  practical  experience  ;  and  he  ought  to 
be  a  man  of  discretion,  penetration,  and  sound  judgment. 

In  these  respects,  I  have  long  had  ample  opportunities  of 
knowing  that  you  are  amply  qualified ;  and,  when  I  also  con¬ 
sider  your  accomplishments  as  a  scholar,  and  your  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  science,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  that  you  will  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  Commissioner,  or  Inspector-General,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  country. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

R.  CHRISTISON. 

Dr  C.  Wilson. 


X. 

From  David  Maclagan,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  President  of 
Royal  College  of  Physicians ,  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  July  II,  1857. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  talents 
and  acquirements  of  Dr  Charles  Wilson,  and  in  expressing 
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my  belief  that  he  is  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
Medical  Inspector  under  the  new  Lunacy  Act. 

Dr  Wilson,  naturally  gifted  with  a  vigorous  intellect,  forti¬ 
fied  by  a  large  share  of  experience  acquired  during  many 
years  of  extensive  practice,  and  distinguished  in  a  very  re¬ 
markable  degree  by  his  acquirements  as  a  linguist,  and  his 
knowledge  of  all  departments  of  medical  literature,  appears 
to  me  to  possess  qualities  which,  with  his  firmness  and  de¬ 
cision  of  character,  and  sound  judgment,  fit  him  well  for  the 
duties  of  the  office  lie  now  seeks. 

DAVID  MACLAGAN. 


XI. 

From  J.  Warburton  Begbie,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E.,  Physician 
to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh ,  Lecturer  on  Clinical 
Medicine-)  and  on  Medical  History. 

Edinburgh,  July  11,  1857. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson  having  been  good  enough  to  request  a 
Testimonial  from  me,  relative  to  his  fitness  for  the  important 
office  which  he  now  seeks,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
stating  that,  during  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  some  years 
with  Dr  Wilson,  I  have  formed  the  highest  opinion  of  his 
mental  powers,  of  his  learning  and  erudition,  and  last,  not 
least,  of  his  attainments  as  a  practical  physician.  To  the 
former  points  I  am  well  aware  that  abundant  testimony  will 
readily  be  found  ;  indeed,  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that 
Dr  Wilson  is  very  generally  recognised  as  one  of  the  ablest, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  most  learned  of  living  physicians.  Upon 
the  last  point,  did  I  feel  it  necessary,  I  might  be  allowed  to 
speak  strongly,  having  had  the  advantage  of  Dr  Wilson’s  ad¬ 
vice  and  assistance  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  severe  disease. 

Both  in  this  country  and  abroad,  Dr  Wilson  is  highly 
esteemed  as  an  author ;  and  it  is  consistent  with  my  own 
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knowledge  that,  besides  directing  the  attention  of  the  profes¬ 
sion  and  the  public  to  one  very  important  subject  closely  re¬ 
lated  in  its  bearings  to  Insanity  (see  his  interesting  treatise  on 
the  Pathology  of  Drunkenness),  he  has  for  several  years  been 
led  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  management  of  the  Insane. 

J.  WARBURTON  BEGBIE. 


XII. 

From  John  Brown,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E.,  etc. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  my  conviction  that  Dr 
Charles  Wilson  would  make  an  admirable  Medical  Commis¬ 
sioner  under  the  proposed  Lunacy  Act  for  Scotland.  He  has 
had  large  experience  as  a  practitioner,  and  has,  what  so  few 
are  able  or  willing  to  do,  turned  this  experience  to  its  highest 
purpose,  that  of  building  up  original  generalised  knowledge. 

Besides  being  a  man  of  rare,  immense,  and  exact  learning, 
ancient  and  modern,  and  thoroughly  accomplished  in  the 
latest  literature  ot  his  profession,  and  in  general  philosophy, 
mental,  moral,  and  material,  he  is  an  acute,  independent, 
strong  and  accurate  thinker. 

These  qualities,  with  a  large  and  enlightened  public  spirit, 
great  personal  energy  and  courage,  and  a  remarkable  amount 
of  firmness  and  honesty  of  purpose,  make  such  a  character  as 
must  be  of  the  utmost  value  as  a  public  servant. 

With  this  proper  firmness,  I  know  him  to  be  genuinely  con¬ 
siderate1  and  kind,  and  beneficent  as  well  as  benevolent. 

JOHN  BROWN. 


23,  Rutland  Street,  July  13,  1857. 
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XIII. 

From  Allen  Thomson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.L.  and  E.,  Professor 
of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

Glasgow  College,  July  13,  1857. 

My  dear  Sir, — It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  adding  my  testimony  to  that  of  others,  in  support 
of  your  high  professional  attainments  and  personal  character, 
and  of  expressing  my  cordial  wishes  that  you  may  be  success¬ 
ful  in  obtaining  the  office  you  desire. 

The  learning  displayed  in  your  numerous  published  papers, 
and  the  favourable  opinion  entertained  of  them  by  those  best 
qualified  to  judge  of  their  merits,  furnish  ample  evidence  of 
your  varied  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  science  and 
literature  of  Medicine.  Of  this  I  have  myself  had  further 
proofs  in  conversations  with  you,  when  I  have  always 
obtained  useful  information  on  special  subjects  of  Medical 
research. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  as  presumptuous  in  me  to  add, 
in  regard  to  one  so  well  known  and  so  highly  esteemed  by  his 
professional  brethren,  that  I  think  your  enlightened  views, 
active  business  habits,  and  high  personal  character,  are  all 
calculated  to  give  value  to  your  services  in  any  office  connected 
with  the  Lunacy  Commission,  or  other  departments  of  the 
Medical  profession. — I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

ALLEN  THOMSON. 

Dr  C.  Wilson. 


XIV. 

From  John  Gairdner,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  formerly  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons ,  and  of  the  Medic o- 
Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  hope  there  is  some  probability  of  your 
being  selected  to  fill  a  place  in  the  Lunacy  Commission.  I 
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am  persuaded  that  there  is  no  one  member  of  our  profession 
in  Scotland  who  is  better  fitted,  by  ability,  by  education,  by 
experience,  by  knowledge  of  the  past  literature  of  the  pro¬ 
fession,  and  by  acquaintance  with  its  present  state,  in  this  and 
other  countries,  to  discharge,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  the 
important  duties  which  will  devolve  on  the  members  of  the 
proposed  Commission. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  offering  you  this  well  merited 
testimony,  and  in  wishing  you  all  possible  success. — I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  GAIRDNER. 

52,  Northumberland  Street, 

Edinburgh,  July  14,  1857. 

Dr  Wilson. 


XV. 

From  Andrew  Wood,  M.D.,  etc.,  President  of  the  Royal 

College  of  Surgeons ,  Edinburgh, 

9,  Darnaway  Street,  July  14,  1857. 

Dear  Sir,- — I  understand  that  you  are  a  Candidate  for 
the  situation  of  Medical  Inspector  under  the  Lunacy  Bill  for 
Scotland,  and  that  you  are  anxious  to  receive  Testimonials  of 
your  fitness  from  your  professional  brethren. 

I  know  not  that  my  opinion  in  the  matter  can  carry  much 
weight,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  a  practical 
knowledge  of  your  profession,  gained  by  many  years’  ex¬ 
perience — if  a  highly  cultivated  mind — if  a  fearless  and 
conscientious  determination  to  do  your  duty  under  all  cir¬ 
cumstances, — be  requisites  for  the  office,  then  I  can  confidently 
recommend  you  for  the  appointment,  knowing  that  all  these 
you  possess. — I  remain,  yours  truly, 


Dr  C.  Wilson. 


A.  WOOD. 
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XVI. 

From  Douglas  Maclagan,  M.D.  F.R.C.S.,  and  F.R.S.E., 

Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica . 

28,  IIeriot  Row,  July  14,  1857. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  happy  if  any  expression  of 
opinion  on  my  part  can  aid  you  in  obtaining  the  appointment 
of  a  Medical  Inspector  of  Lunatics.  I  think  that  such  an 
office  would  be  well  bestowed  on  you :  1st,  Because  from  your 
ample  experience  as  a  practitioner,  you  have  been  profession¬ 
ally  in  contact  with  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  are  thus 
well  qualified  to  form  a  correct  judgment  as  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  persons  of  every  rank,  who  may  unhappily  be  the 
subjects  of  mental  alienation  ;  2d,  Because  in  the  course  of 
your  extensive  study  of  your  profession,  you  have  given  much 
attention  to  psychological  science  and  mental  disease  ;  and  3d, 
Because,  having,  by  your  writings,  been  a  most  industrious 
and  useful  contributor  to  medical  literature.  I  should  rejoice 
to  see  your  labours  thus  rewarded  by  one  of  the  few  appoint¬ 
ments  which  are  open  to  the  medical  profession. — Believe  me 
to  be,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

DOUGLAS  MACLAGAN. 

Dr  Wilson.’ 


XVII. 

Inscription  on  Silver  Ink-standish  :  22 d  August  1855. 

Presented  to  Charles  Wilson,  M.D.,  Fell.  Roy.  Coll. 
Phys.  Edin.,  Corr.  Fell.  Imp.  and  Roy.  Soc.  Phys.  Vienna, 
Corr.  Fell.  Med.  Soc.  London,  etc.,  etc.,  by  the  Members  of 
the  Border  Medical  Society,  an  institution  which  owes  its 
origin  to  his  zeal  for  science,  as  a  small  token  of  their  admira¬ 
tion  of  his  high  talents  and  extensive  professional  learning, 
and  of  their  high  respect  and  esteem  for  the  integrity,  worth, 
and  honour  of  his  character. 
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XVIII. 

From  John  Macfarlane,  M.D.,  etc.,  Professor  of  the 
Practice  of  Medicine ,  University  of  Glasgow. 

Glasgow,  July  14,  1857. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  the  very  high  opinion  I 
entertain  of  the  talents,  and  great  professional  attainments 
and  experience,  of  Dr  Charles  Wilson.  His  many,  varied,  and 
valuable  contributions  to  medical  literature,  and  his  exten¬ 
sive  and  minute  knowledge  of  the  history  and  practical 
progress  of  his  profession,  in  all  its  branches,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  are  conspicuous  proofs  of  the  extent  of  his  in¬ 
formation,  industry,  and  experience,  and  show  him  to  be 
qualified,  in  no  ordinary  degree,  to  discharge  ably  and  effi¬ 
ciently  the  important  duties  of  the  appointment  for  which  he 
is  at  present  a  candidate. 

JOHN  MACFARLANE. 


XIX. 

From  Thomas  Laycock,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  and  F.R.S.E., 
etc.,  Professor  of  Practice  of  Medicine ,  and  of  Clinical 
Medicine ,  in  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  July  15,  1857. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson  is  known  to  me  as  a  highly  accom¬ 
plished  physician,  and  well  acquainted  with  every  branch  of 
his  profession.  He  has  laboured  with  success  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  public  hygiene  ;  has  investigated  the  pathology  of 
drunkenness  ;  and  has  made  the  profession  acquainted  with 
important  medical  researches,  published  originally  in  the 
Swedish,  Norwegian,  and  Dutch  languages,  as  well  as  in 
French  and  German.  This  general  culture  is  of  a  kind 
which  eminently  fits  a  physician  for  an  important  office  like 
that  of  a  Commissioner  in  Lunacy,  and  for  which  I  under¬ 
stand  Dr  Wilson  is  a  candidal 


THOMAS  LAYCOCK. 
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XX. 

From  John  Struthers,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  etc.,  Lecturer 
on  Anatomy ,  and  on  Operative  Surgery. 

Surgeons’  Hai.l,  Edinburgh, 
July  15,  1857. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  give  my  testimony  to  the 
fitness  of  Dr  Wilson  for  the  appointment  of  Inspector  under 
the  new  Lunacy  Act  for  Scotland. 

Dr  Wilson  is  so  well  known  as  a  man  of  great  experience, 
of  great  intelligence  as  an  observer,  thinker  and  writer,  and 
great  activity  and  conscientiousness,  that  he  could  not  fail  to 
be  an  acquisition  as  medical  officer  in  any  department  of  public 
trust. 

I  can,  perhaps,  best  express  my  opinion  by  saying  that, 
when  I  consider  the  duties  of  this  appointment  on  the  one 
hand,  and  Dr  Wilson’s  qualifications  on  the  other,  I  know  of 
no  medical  man  in  Scotland  better  fitted  for  it,  or  more  likely 
to  give  thorough  satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties. 

JOHN  STRUTHERS. 


XXI. 

From  James  Syme,  Esq.  F.R.C.S.E.,  Hon.  F.R.C.S.  Eng., 
etc.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  University  of  Edin- 
burgli. 

2,  Rutland  Street,  Edinburgh, 
July  16,  1857. 

Having  been  requested  to  express  my  opinion  of  Dr  Charles 
Wilson’s  fitness  for  the  office  of  a  Lunacy  Commissioner, 
I  feel  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  he  possesses  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  qualities  seldom  united  in  the  same  person,  and  which 
render  him  peculiarly  eligible  for  this  appointment. 

JAMES  SYME. 

I  • 
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XXII. 

From  D.  Rutherford  Haldane,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E., 

Physician  to  Royal  Public  and  New  Town  Dispensary , 
Pathologist  to  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh ,  and  Lecturer 
on  General  Pathology . 

Edinburgh,  July  16,  1857. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  very  high 
qualifications  of  Dr  Charles  Wilson,  which  point  him  out 
as  eminently  fitted  for  the  office  of  Medical  Inspector  under 
the  Commissioners  of  Lunacy. 

Dr  Wilson  is  known  to  the  medical  profession  as  one  of  its 
most  able  and  learned  members.  I  know  no  one  myself  who 
has  more  assiduously  cultivated  the  various  departments  of 
Medical  Science,  and  that  with  an  ardour  and  freshness 
rather  to  be  looked  for  in  a  student,  than  in  an  old  established 
practitioner.  But,  while  Dr  Wilson  has  thus  cultivated 
science,  it  has  always  been  with  a  view  to  its  practical  appli¬ 
cation,  and  Dr  Wilson  has  been  long  known  as  a  most  accom¬ 
plished  and  successful  physician. 

In  point,  therefore,  of  scientific  knowledge,  practical  ability, 
and  unwearying  assiduity,  I  believe  no  one  to  be  better 
qualified  than  Dr  Wilson  to  fill  the  office  for  which  he  is  a 
candidate. 

D.  R.  HALDANE. 


XXIII. 

From  James  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  and  F.R.S.E., 
etc.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  University  of  Edinburgh , 
Physician  Accoucheur  to  the  Queen  in  Scotland. 

Edinburgh,  July  16,  1857. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson  first  became  known  to  me  several  3^ears 
ago  as  a  physician  who  had  devoted,  with  wonderful  success, 
some  of  his  spare  time  to  the  study  of  various  difficult  modern 
languages,  and  the  medical  profession  are  under  great  obliga¬ 
tions  to  him  for  abstracts  of  various  important  papers,  and 
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notices  from  the  Swedish,  Dutch,  and  other  foreign  medical 
works  and  journals. 

A  few  years  ago  Dr  Wilson  passed  several  months  abroad, 
in  the  careful  survey  of  Continental  medical  schools  and 
medical  practice,  and  is  perhaps  more  intimately  acquainted 
than  any  one  among  the  profession  here,  with  the  modern 
pathological  and  practical  views  of  the  physicians  of  Ger¬ 
many,  etc. 

Dr  Wilson’s  professional  and  literary  talents  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  liis  brethren  in  Edinburgh  ;  he  is  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  exemplary  industry  and  excellent  business  habits;  and 
altogether  a  physician  well-fitted,  in  these  and  other  respects, 
for  the  duties  of  a  Medical  Inspector  under  the  Lunacy  Bill. 

J.  Y.  SIMPSON. 


XXIV. 

From  William  Robertson,  M.D.,  etc.,  Hon.  Secretary  of 
Royal  College  of  Physicians ,  Edinburgh ,  formerly  Physician 
of  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh ,  Lecturer  on  Clinical 
Medicine ,  and  Editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  of 
Medical  Science. 

Edinburgh,  28,  Albany  Street, 
July  17,  1857. 

My  Dear  Dr  Wilson, — You  have  asked  for  my  opinion 
of  your  qualifications  for  the  office  of  Medical  Commissioner 
under  the  Lunacy  Bill.  It  is  as  follows. 

You  have  the  requisite  status  in  the  profession,  have  been 
long  engaged  in  practice,  and  are  familiar  with  the  subject  of 
Lunacy  in  its  medico-legal  bearings. 

While  I  wras  Editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  of 
Medical  Science ,  I  had  frequent  occasion  to  avail  myself  of 
your  kind  offers  of  co-operation,  and  it  wras  then  I  first  became 
aware  of  the  extent  of  your  reading,  both  in  general  and  medi¬ 
cal  literature,  of  your  familiarity  with  the  classics,  and  with 
several  modern  languages,  and  of  the  ardour  and  facility  with 
which  you  habitually  applied  yourself  to  literary  labour. 
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Several  years’  acquaintance  has  convinced  me  that  no  man 
can  be  more  thoroughly  opposed  than  you  are  to  the  false 
philosophy  and  medical  heresies  which  disgrace  our  age,  and 
which  cannot  be  too  carefully  prevented  from  illustrating  their 
errors  in  positions  such  as  that  to  which  you  aspire. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  success,  believe  me,  my  dear  Dr 
Wilson,  very  truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  ROBERTSON. 

Dr  C.  Wilson. 


XXY. 

From  Francis  Ogston,  M.D.,  etc.,  Lecturer  on  Medical 
Jurisprudence ,  Marischal  College  and  University  of  Aber¬ 
deen. 

Aberdeen,  July  18,  1857. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  Dr  Charles  Wilson  of 
Edinburgh  has  the  strongest  claims  to  the  Medical  Commis- 
sionership  under  the  expected  Lunacy  Bill  for  Scotland,  if, 
as  must  be  the  case,  it  is  sought  to  have  this  important  and 
delicate  office  entrusted  to  a  thoroughly  educated,  highly 
accomplished,  and  experienced  practitioner  and  scholar ;  an 
opinion  which  must  at  once  be  concurred  in  by  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  that  gentleman’s  contributions  to  various 
of  the  departments  of  British  and  Foreign  medicine. 

F.  OGSTON. 


XXVI. 

From  William  Fergusson,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  F.R.C.S.  Eng., 
etc.,  'Professor  of  Surgery  in  King's  College ,  London ,  Sur¬ 
geon  Extraordinary  to  Her  Majesty . 

London,  16,  George  Street,  Hanover  Square, 
July  18,  1857. 

I  have  known  Dr  Charles  Wilson  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
and  have  narrowly  watched  his  professional  career.  Whilst  a 
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pupil  at  College,  Dr  Wilson  gave  early  promise  of  future  pro¬ 
fessional  industry  and  success  ;  and,  since  that  time,  he  has 
displayed  such  vigour  of  intellect,  energy  of  character,  and 
devotion  to  the  duties  of  his  station  in  life,  as  are  rarely  met 
with  in  any  sphere  of  society. 

In  Dr  Wilson  there  is  the  combination  of  the  scholar, 
gentleman,  and  accomplished  physician.  He  possesses  a  vast 
amount  of  professional  learning,  combined  with  great  practical 
knowledge ;  and  his  acquirements,  as  a  man  of  the  world,  are 
based  on  sound  judgment  and  great  experience. 

In  the  whole  circle  of  my  professional  acquaintance  I  know 
of  no  one  better  qualified  for  the  office  of  a  Commissioner  of 
Lunacy  for  Scotland,  and  I  have  great  pleasure  and  confi¬ 
dence  in  stating  my  opinion  to  that  effect. 

WM.  FERGUSSON. 


XXVII. 

From  Johann  Ludwig  Casper,  M.D.,  etc.  etc.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  Berlin,  Editor 
of  the  (Berlin)  Quarterly  Journal  of  Forensic  Medicine  and 
Medical  Police. 

( Translation.') 
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Berlin,  July  18,  1857. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson  of  Edinburgh  is  known  in  Germany, 
and  to  myself  especially,  as  a  learned  and  scientific  physician, 
who  has  produced  valuable  treatises  in  relation  to  the  most 
various  departments  of  medical  science  and  practice.  Fie 
proves  himselt  in  these  not  only  a  man  of  individual  experi¬ 
ence,  but  conversant  also  with  the  scientific  literature  of  sur¬ 
rounding  countries,  which  must  confer  a  peculiar  value  upon 
his  labours  in  his  own.  I  express  here  with  gratification 
merely  the  general  opinion  of  my  professional  colleagues  in 
Germany  regarding  Dr  Wilson’s  contributions  to  science. 


CASPER. 
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XXVIII. 

From  Charles  Sigmund,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Medical 
Faculty  of  Vienna,  etc.  etc.,  Chief  Physician  of  the  Imperial 
and  Royal  General  Hospital,  and  Professor  of  Medicine, 
University,  Vienna. 

( Original .) 

Vienna,  Imperial  General  Hospital, 
July  18,  1857. 

I  know  Dr  Charles  Wilson  from  his  contributions  to  medi¬ 
cal  literature,  and  from  very  frequent  interviews  I  had  with 
him  during  his  stay  in  our  General  Hospital.  Dr  Charles 
Wilson  is  one  of  those  fervid  members  of  the  profession,  who 
never  finish  in  learning,  studying  and  following  all  new  steps, 
made  anywhere  in  the  large  field  of  medical  theory  and  prac¬ 
tice.  He  is  guided  by  a  very  rare  knowledge  of  the  most  of 
the  European  languages. 

As  a  physician,  Dr  Charles  W  ilson  shows  an  excellent 
general  discernment,  a  highly  considerable  practical  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  treatment  of  diseases,  and  a  singular  ability  of 
treating  the  most  different  persons  according  to  theii  indivi¬ 
duality  ;  qualities  which  I  could  observe  and  avail  in  Dr 
Wilson,  the  more  as  he  very  often  accompanied  me  in  my 
large  department  to  the  bed-side. 

CHARLES  SIGMUND. 


XXIX. 

From  Richard  Heschl,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  Imperial  and  Royal 
Society  of  Physicians  of  Vienna,  etc.,  Professor  of  Pathologica 
Anatomy  in  University  of  Cracow. 

(  Translation .) 

Cracow,  July  19,  1857. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson  of  Edinburgh  resided  for  some  months, 
in  1854,  in  Vienna,  and  frequented  with  the  utmost  zeal  the 


» 
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public  and  private  institutions  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick, 
and  for  the  insane  especially,  in  that  city ;  exhibiting  every¬ 
where  a  vast  amount  of  medical  knowledge,  and  a  distinguished 
power  of  applying  it,  confirmed  by  extensive  experience  in 
practice.  The  same  qualities  were  manifested  by  him  in  the 
department  of  pathological  anatomy,  which  was  at  that  time 
under  my  immediate  superintendence.  I  have,  therefore,  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  testifying,  that  Dr  Wilson  is  singularly 
fitted  for  any  charge  in  medicine  requiring  an  ample,  solid, 
and  prompt  knowledge  of  the  whole  range  of  its  science. 

RICHARD  HESCHL. 


XXX. 

From  W  illiam  Pirrie,  M.D.,  Surgeon  of  Aberdeen  Royal 
Infirmary ,  etc.,  Regius  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Marischal 
College  and  University ,  Aberdeen . 


Aberdeen,  July  20,  1857. 

Having  had  the  advantage  of  perusing  Dr  Wilson’s 
numerous  and  varied  writings,  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  my  humble  testimony  to 
his  acknowledged  merit  and  ability. 

Dr  A\  ilson  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  best  writers  in  the 
profession,  as  a  man  of  great  intelligence  and  rare  accomplish¬ 
ments,  and  as  a  physician  of  great  experience  and  maturity  of 
judgment. 

Dr  Wilson  is,  in  my  opinion,  eminently  and  peculiarly 
qualified  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  a  Commissioner 
or  Inspector-General  of  Lunacy 


WILLIAM  PIRRIE. 
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XXXI. 

From  George  Wilson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  etc.,  Regius  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Technology ,  University  of  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh,  July  21,  1857. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  very  willingly  comply  with  your  request 
for  a  Testimonial  to  your  qualifications  as  a  Medical  Lunacy 
Commissioner.  I  leave  to  our  professional  brethren,  engaged 
in  active  practice,  the  task,  which  I  know  they  will  readily 
discharge,  of  bearing  witness  to  your  skill  and  experience  as  a 
medical  practitioner  ;  and  am  content  to  testify  to  your  other 
high  claims  for  the  vacant  office.  Its  duties  imply  labours  of 
a  kind  which  few  can  be  expected  to  discharge  well ;  but  your 
unusually  wide  acquaintance  with  all  the  branches  of  medi¬ 
cine,  and  with  many  of  the  allied  sciences,  as  well  as  your  rare 
erudition,  give  assurance  of  an  intellect  trained  to  take  a  broad 
and  comprehensive  view  of  any  complex  subject  submitted  to 
it ;  and  your  moral  courage,  independence,  self-reliance,  and 
conspicuous  integrity,  make  it  certain  that  in  difficult  cases 
you  will  judge  righteously  and  impartially. 

I  feel  also  assured,  from  my  frequent  intercourse  with  you 
during  the  last  two  years,  that  in  your  personal  dealings  with 
others  you  would  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of 
courtesy  and  kindness  ;  so  that  altogether,  regarding  you  as  a 
wise,  upright,  learned,  and  courteous  practical  physician,  I 
do  most  sincerely  believe  that  the  country  would  be  a  gainer 
by  your  appointment  to  the  difficult  and  responsible  office  of 
a  Lunacy  Commissioner.  I  will  only  add,  to  prevent  mistake 
on  the  part  of  others,  that,  though  possessing  the  same  sur¬ 
name,  we  are  not  relations,  and  our  acquaintance  has  arisen 
solely  out  of  a  common  interest  in  the  practical  applications 
of  science. — Yours  very  truly, 


GEORGE  WILSON. 
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XXXII. 

From  George  E.  Day,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.RXbP.  Lond.,  etc., 

Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  St  Andrews. 

St  Andrews,  July  22,  1857. 

I  have  had  little  opportunity  of  personal  communication 
with  Dr  Charles  Wilson,  but  he  is  well  known  to  me  by  his 
writings  as  a  highly  accomplished  physician,  and  from  what  1 
have  heard,  through  mutual  friends,  of  his  general  character 
and  disposition,  I  believe  him  to  be  admirably  qualified  for 
such  a  post  as  that  for  which  he  is  now  a  candidate. 

GEORGE  E.  DAY. 


XXXIII. 

From  John  Macrobin,  M.D.,  etc.,  Professor  of  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine ,  Marischal  College  and  University , 
A  herdeen. 

Aberdeen,  July  22,  1857. 

My  dear  Sir, — Your  distinguished  name  as  a  scholar,  an 
able  writer  on  various  subjects  of  much  interest,  not  only  to 
the  medical  profession  but  to  society  at  large,  and  your  exten¬ 
sive  experience  as  a  physician,  is  too  well  known  to  stand  in 
I  need  of  any  testimonial  from  me. 

The  office  for  which  you  are  a  candidate  requires,  for  the 
[  satisfactory  discharge  of  its  duties,  a  gentleman  not  only  pos~ 
I  sessed  of  such  high  mental  accomplishments  as  those  to  which 

1  I  have  now  referred,  but  one  who  is  also  able  to  exercise  a 

2  I  sound  judgment,  great  discretion,  much  patient  investigation, 
U  and  gentlemanly  bearing  ;  qualities  which  I  believe  you  possess 

in  a  high  degree. — With  much  respect,  I  remain  yours 
i  sincerely, 

J.  MACROBIN. 

Dr  Charles  Wilson. 
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XXXIV. 

From  J.  N.  Ramaer,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  Medical  and  Scientific 

Societies  in  the  Netherlands ,  France ,  Germany ,  ete.,  Chief 

Physician  of  the  Provincial  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Zutphen , 

Holland. 

(  Translation.) 

Zutphen,  27</i  ./w/i/,  1857. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  certify,  that  Dr  Charles 
Wilson  of  Edinburgh  is  known  to  me  by  his  writings  as  a 
man  of  diversified  learning,  accurate  judgment,  and  clear  in¬ 
sight  into  life ;  which  extends  itself,  as  is  evinced  by  his  ex¬ 
cellent  work  on  the  Pathology  of  Drunkenness ,  especially  over 
the  department  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Mind. 

I  can  therefore  avouch,  when  I  turn  from  these  to  his  other 
qualifications,  that  he  certainly  possesses  every  aptitude  for 
the  office  of  an  Inspector  in  Lunacy ;  and  that  this  is  further 
enhanced  by  his  really  extraordinary  knowledge  of  the  medical 
literature  of  the  Continent,  as  guarding  him,  on  the  one  hand, 
against  prejudice  in  his  appreciation  of  the  Institutions  sub¬ 
mitted  to  his  inspection,  and  placing  him,  on  the  other,  in  the 
capacity  of  ascertaining,  as  necessity  arises,  the  improvements 
which  may  originate  in  foreign  establishments  of  a  like  de¬ 
scription,  and  which  may  be  deserving  of  transference  to  his 
native  country. 

J.  N.  RAMAER. 


XXXV. 

From  Frederick  Holst,  M.D.,  etc.,  Professor  of  Medicine 

in  the  University  of  Christiania. 

(  Original ) 

Paris,  July  29,  1857. 

I  know  Dr  Charles  Wilson  of  Edinburgh  many  years  by 
his  numerous  writings,  and  personally  by  daily  conversation 


during  my  stay  in  Edinburgh  last  year.  I  am  therefore  able 
to  ascertain,  what  every  one  who  knows  him  may  ascertain, 
that  he  is  a  man  of  great  erudition,  extensive  acquaintance 
with  medical  literature,  rare  familiarity  with  foreign  languages, 
also  with  the  more  neglected  abroad,  as  the  Scandinavians, 
and  of  unwearied  endeavours  for  promoting  medical  science  in 
general  and  amongst  his  countrymen.  I  am  quite  convinced, 
that  a  man  of  his  literate  and  moral  attainments  will  fulfil  the 
duties  of  any  public  office,  which  may  answer  to  his  talents, 
studies,  skill  and  desire. 


FREDERICK  HOLST. 
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